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Rafael Jódar Is Tracking Like a
Future World No. 1
At the same age, Jódar's Elo sat within 42 points of Rune, Sinner, Zverev, and Murray.

He reached that level after 47 main-draw matches.
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KEY FINDINGS

- At 19 years and 329 days, Jódar was ranked No. 15 with a 34-13 main-draw record and a 1,981 Elo

rating.

- All 15 historical players in the study rated at least 1,900 Elo at the same age reached the Top 10 by

age 30; 14 reached the Top 5, and nine reached No. 1.

- Across 252 players, exact-age Elo explains 50% of the variation in log best rank through age 30; at

Jódar's rating, the fitted models return 89.6% for reaching the Top 5 and 59.1% for No. 1, each by

age 30.
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Abstract
Rafael Jódar reached his first Masters 1000 semifinal in Montreal before losing 7-6(3), 6-4 to Brandon

Nakashima. At 19 years and 329 days, he was ranked No. 15 with a 34-13 main-draw record and a

1,981 Elo rating, an opponent-adjusted measure of playing strength.

To put that level in context, each player in the analysis is measured at Jódar's exact age. The

historical sample contains 252 ATP players with at least 10 Elo-rated matches by then and enough

time for their best rank through age 30 to be observed. Fifteen were rated at least 1,900 Elo: all 15

reached the Top 10 by age 30, 14 reached the Top 5, and nine reached No. 1. Using each player's

exact Elo rather than a 1,900 cutoff, the model returns 89.6% for reaching the Top 5 and 59.1% for

reaching No. 1 at Jódar's rating.

From college tennis to No. 15
Jódar won the 2024 US Open boys' title, then joined the University of Virginia in January 2025 and

went 19-3 in singles. Later that year he compiled a 41-13 Challenger record, won three titles, and

qualified for the Next Gen ATP Finals. He began 2026 at No. 168.

After a main-draw win at the Australian Open, Jódar's breakthrough accelerated on clay: a first tour

title in Marrakech, followed by quarterfinals in Madrid, Rome, and Roland Garros. The Washington

final and Montreal semifinal extended that progress onto hard courts. Those results left him 19-4 on

clay, 13-8 on hard courts, and 2-1 on grass, with 13 wins over Top 50 opponents. No. 8 Alex de

Minaur remained his only Top 10 win.

Jódar entered the Top 100 on March 30 and was No. 15 by the August 3 ranking, 126 days later.

Recent peers and No. 1 reference points
Mensik and Fonseca were close current ranking peers. Rune, Sinner, and Zverev were the nearest

Elo matches among recent players who had reached the Top 10, while Alcaraz supplies the upper

modern benchmark. Murray is an older No. 1 reference with a similar rank and Elo. Every row is

measured at 19 years and 329 days.

Player Comparison
role

ATP rank Main-draw
record

Elo

Carlos Alcaraz Upper
benchmark

1 100-31 2,215

Holger Rune Nearest
modern Elo
(+10)

8 56-41 1,991

Andy Murray Older No. 1
analogue
(+22)

11 74-39 2,002

Rafael Jódar Subject 15 34-13 1,981

Jakub Mensik 2005-06
ranking peer

17 50-30 1,895
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Player Comparison
role

ATP rank Main-draw
record

Elo

Alexander Zverev Modern Elo
neighbor
(+19)

20 69-50 2,000

Jannik Sinner Modern Elo
neighbor
(-41)

23 51-33 1,940

João Fonseca 2005-06
ranking peer

27 46-35 1,891

Alcaraz's same-age record was substantially stronger: he was already No. 1, had played 131

main-draw matches, won eight titles, and collected 24 Grand Slam match wins. He is an upper

benchmark rather than a close comparator.

Rune was 10 Elo points above Jódar, Zverev 19 above, Murray 22 above, and Sinner 41 below.

Murray and Sinner later reached No. 1; Zverev has reached No. 2 and Rune No. 4. The projection

itself comes from the full historical sample rather than these selected names.

Mensik and Fonseca had each played more than 30 additional main-draw matches and had more

Top 50 wins. Jódar nevertheless held the higher ranking, win rate, and Elo at the exact-age cutoff.

His move from the Top 100 to the Top 20 took 126 days, compared with 273 for Alcaraz and 448 for

Mensik. Fonseca had not reached the Top 20 by the same age.

Recent peers and No. 1 reference points
ATP rank at 19 years, 329 days - selected comparison roles

No. 1 No. 5 No. 10 No. 15 No. 20 No. 25 No. 30

Carlos Alcaraz 1

Holger Rune 8

Andy Murray 11

Rafael Jódar 15

Jakub Mensik 17

Alexander Zverev 20

Jannik Sinner 23

João Fonseca 27

Source: tennis-db.com analysis - exact-age snapshots; selected comparison roles Tennis-DB.com
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Historical outcomes by exact-age Elo
The historical sample contains 252 established teenage professionals with at least 10 Elo-rated

matches by the cutoff whose best rank through age 30 could be observed. It does not represent all

junior prospects. Within that sample, 15 players were rated at least 1,900 Elo. All 15 reached the

Top 10 by age 30, 14 reached the Top 5, and nine reached No. 1. Their median best rank through

age 30 was No. 1.

Outcomes across the full historical sample were:

Elo at 19 years, 329 days Players Median
best rank
by 30

Reached
Top 10

Reached
Top 5

Reached
No. 1

Below 1,700 188 39.5 19.7% 9.0% 1.6%

1,700-1,799 38 7.5 63.2% 36.8% 10.5%

1,800-1,899 11 3 90.9% 72.7% 36.4%

1,900 and above 15 1 100% 93.3% 60.0%

The regression analyzes rank on a logarithmic scale so that movement near No. 1 carries more

weight than the same numerical movement far down the rankings. Exact-age Elo has a -0.71

correlation with log best rank through age 30. The sign is negative because better rankings have

smaller numbers: as Elo rises, the later rank number tends to fall. Elo accounts for 50% of the

variation in log best rank in this sample.

At an Elo of 1,981, the regression line corresponds to rank 1.6. Rather than treating 1,900 as a hard

cutoff, three probability models use the Elo values of all 252 players. At 1,981 they return 97.1% for

reaching the Top 10, 89.6% for the Top 5, and 59.1% for No. 1 by age 30. When the historical players

are repeatedly resampled, the 95% uncertainty range around the No. 1 estimate is 40.0% to 80.7%.

The 16 modern benchmarks appear as blue diamonds using best rank so far. The three closest to

Jódar in exact-age Elo were Rune at 1,991, Zverev at 2,000, and Sinner at 1,940 - differences of 10,

19, and 41 points. Alcaraz, at 2,215, supplies the modern upper benchmark. These modern players

do not enter the model.
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Age-19 Elo and best ATP rank through age 30
252 historical players train the model; 16 modern Top 10 players show best rank so far

No. 1

No. 2

No. 5

No. 10

No. 25

No. 50

No. 100

No. 250

No. 500

1400 1500 1600 1700 1800 1900 2000 2100 2200

Elo at 19 years, 329 days

Stan Wawrinka
late-blooming outlier

Daniil Medvedev
late-blooming outlier

Thanasi Kokkinakis
lower-than-model age-30 outcome

Ryan Harrison
lower-than-model age-30 outcome

Nick Kyrgios
No. 13 by 30

Kent Carlsson
No. 6 by 30

Novak Djokovic
No. 1 by 30

Carlos Alcaraz
No. 1 so far

Jannik Sinner
No. 1 so far

Alexander Zverev
No. 2 so far

Holger Rune
No. 4 so far

Jódar fitted central rank: No. 1.6
No. 1 by 30: 59.1% modeled

← Better rank

Modern best rank so far — excluded from model

Source: tennis-db.com analysis - 252 age-30-eligible historical players; modern ranks through 2026-08-13 Tennis-DB.com

Comparable career paths
The highest-rated teenagers in the historical sample were above Jódar at the same age: Nadal was

at 2,189, Stefan Edberg at 2,156, Mats Wilander at 2,118, Boris Becker at 2,088, and Andre Agassi

at 2,076. Alcaraz's modern mark was 2,215.

Selected without looking at outcome, the five closest historical Elo values belonged to Kent Carlsson

(1,995, later No. 6), Juan Martín del Potro (1,963, No. 3), Murray (2,002, No. 1), Jimmy Arias (2,004,

No. 5), and Michael Chang (2,010, No. 2). Federer was somewhat farther below at 1,942 and still

reached No. 1.

A second comparison uses ATP ranking rather than Elo. Thirteen players had reached a best rank

from No. 11 through No. 20 by the same age. Using all ranking data observed for those players,

including post-30 ranks where available, 12 made the Top 10, nine the Top 5, and seven reached No.

1. This cohort is a descriptive cross-check rather than part of the primary model.
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Later outcomes for the same-age Top 20 cohort
Later career outcomes - 13 players with a best rank of No. 11-20 at the same age

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Reached Top 10 92.3% (12/13)

95% CI 66.7-98.6

Reached Top 5 69.2% (9/13)

95% CI 42.4-87.3

Reached No. 1 53.8% (7/13)

95% CI 29.1-76.8

Source: tennis-db.com analysis - 13 age-aligned ATP careers; 95% Wilson intervals Tennis-DB.com

Jódar reached No. 15 after 47 main-draw matches. The 13 ranking comparators had played at least

63 by this age, and their median was 94, so his estimate rests on a smaller tour-level sample.

Interpreting the projection
The fitted rank summarizes the average historical outcome at a given Elo, not a single predicted

endpoint. At an Elo of 1,981, the 80% individual prediction range extends from No. 1 through No. 6.5,

and the 95% range extends from No. 1 through No. 13.7.

The historical signal is stronger for reaching the Top 5 than it is for specifically reaching No. 1, while a

best rank from No. 6 through No. 14 remains within the model-supported range.

Conclusion
Taken together, the results place Jódar in the historical range associated with future World No. 1s.

His 1,981 Elo sat within 42 points of Rune, Sinner, Zverev, and Murray at the same age. He ranked

and rated above Mensik and Fonseca, while remaining well below Alcaraz and the highest-rated

historical teenagers.

The evidence is strongest for a future Top 5 peak. The No. 1 estimate is less precise, and Jódar

reached this level with an unusually small main-draw sample. The next question is whether that level

holds as the sample grows.
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Methodology
The analysis includes completed matches through Jódar's Montreal semifinal on August 12, the latest

available official weekly ranking (August 3), and ranking outcomes observed through August 13,

2026. Every player is measured at 7,269 days old. Rank is the latest weekly ATP position by the age

cutoff; main-draw records exclude qualifying and unfinished matches; Elo is the rating after the final

match by that date. The primary model contains 252 players born from 1960 onward with a verified

birth date, at least 10 rated matches at the cutoff, and enough time to observe their best rank through

age 30.

The rank model links Elo to log best rank through 30; separate Elo-only models estimate Top 10, Top

5, and No. 1 outcomes. Confidence ranges come from resampling players, while individual prediction

ranges use the variation around the rank model. Sixteen recent Top 10 players are shown separately

using best rank observed through August 13. The 13-player ranking cohort uses all ranking data

observed through that date, including post-30 results. Rankings before 2025 come from Jeff

Sackmann and later rankings from BALLDONTLIE.

Limitations

- Only 15 historical players had an exact-age Elo of at least 1,900, and Jódar reached his ranking band

with less main-draw volume than the ranking comparators.

- Elo is the model's only predictor and leaves half of the variation in log best rank unexplained. It does

not capture injury, coaching, or future development.

- The modern players are selected comparisons, not validation data. Best rank through age 30 also

omits major titles, time near a peak, and longevity.
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Data and attribution
Analysis: tennis-db.com. Historical rankings and matches before 2025 are derived from Jeff

Sackmann's ATP dataset; current ATP records are supplemented by the BALLDONTLIE API. The

ATP rankings FAQ explains the role of the official ranking in entry and seeding.

Context on Jódar's junior, college, and professional path comes from the US Open junior champions

record, Virginia Cavaliers biography, ATP player biography, and ATP's review of his early clay

results. The Montreal semifinal report independently confirms the opponent, score, and round.

The Download Data action includes all 252 model rows, fitted ranks, residuals, Elo bands, probability

estimates, all 16 modern best-rank-so-far comparisons, and the smaller ranking cohorts. Exact cohort

rules, SQL, and exclusions are retained in the internal research record.

Questions and ideas for future Research can be sent to contact@tennis-db.com or through the public

contact form.

Sources
1. Jeff Sackmann ATP rankings and match data

2. BALLDONTLIE ATP API documentation

3. ATP rankings FAQ

4. Rafael Jódar ATP biography

5. ATP report on Jódar's early clay record

6. Virginia Cavaliers player biography

7. US Open junior champions

8. El País report on the Montreal semifinal

Publication record
Authors: tennis-db.com Research. Editorial review: tennis-db.com.

Methodology version: jodar-teenage-projection-v7. Aggregate results and chart assets are frozen and

validated during release checks.

Questions about this study or requests for future tennis-db.com Research can be sent to

contact@tennis-db.com or through the contact form.
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